^^1 



Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031"T" 
U.S. Patent and Trademarti Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

UntfatheRBt]eworkRediclionAdrf199S.nopef^^ 



(Sfflute for form 1 449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



of 1 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



TBA 



October 16. 2001 

Ffederick C. Dupre, Jr i pJ qqj 



1732 



TBA 



005242.00019 



U.S, PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examtnsr 
IniUdls * 


Cite 
No.' 


U.S. Palent Doosnent 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date or Publication of 
Cited Docunient 
MJW>D-YYYY 


Pages. Cc^imns. Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
FigunssAppev 


^ Kind Code^ 
Number 

itfknown) 


ir- 




3,740.358 




Byerley, et ai. 


06/19/1973 




%> 




4.105.604 




Vargiu. et al. 


08/08/1978 








5.294.649 




Gerber 


03/15/1994 





























































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee 
or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-ym 


Pages. Columns, lines. 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Te 


Of^' Number^ ^^^.^f 






GB 


1374332 






11/20/1974 











































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite 
No.^ 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), tftle of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.). dale, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s], publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T' 






European Search Report dated January 8, 2003 








Revised Abstract by the Examining Division, 02257159.0 Abstract/Zusammenfassung/Abrege 








Database WPI, Section Ch. Week 198526. Derwent Publications Ltd., London, GB; Class A26, An 
1985-157225, XP002226509 & JP60 090251 A (Kyushu Refractories Co, Ltd), 21 May 1985 (1985- 

05-21) 













Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



+ 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not dtaiiort is in conformance with MPEP 609, Draw line through cttation if not in confonnanoe 
and not considered, tndude copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

* Unique citation designation number. ^ Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burtlen Hour Statement This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademarti 
Office. Washington, DC 20231 . 00 NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents. Washington. DC 20231. 



BEST AVAIUBLE COPY 



Under the Papfflvwrtt 




PTO/SB/08A0(M)l) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



recwiredtorgsgyidtoaootectionofhtonT^^ 



Substitute tor form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/977.245 



October 16, 2001 



Frederick C. DuPre. Jr. 



TBA 



TBA 



Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



5242.00019 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cttd 
No.' 


Documenl Numt>er 


PubDcation Date 
MM-DO-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Citod Document 


Pages. Cc^umns. Lines, Where Reley^nt 
Passages or Retevani 
Figures Appear 


Number - Kind Code' {if known) 






US-3,784,514 


Jan. 8, 1974 


(^Aomn T TiAflAman 










US- 3,784,515 


Jan S 1<)74 












US- 3.786.025 


Jan. 15, 1974 


Freeman et aL 










US- 4,089.837 


May 16, 1978 


Luttinger et al. 










US- 4,806.611 


Feb. 21. 19B9 


Hone! et al. 










US- 4,859.788 


Aug. 22.1989 


Brindopke et al. 










US- 4.961,795 


Oct. 9» 1990 


Detlefsen et al. 










US- 4.977.231 


060.11,1990 


McVay et al. 










US- 5,498.647 


Mar. 12, 1996 


Shiau et al. 










US- 5.637.374 


June 10, 1997 


Shiau et at. 










US- 5.700,587 


Dec. 23.1997 


Shiau et al. 










US- 5.707.741 


Jan. 13, 1998 


Hoenel et al. 










US- 5,935.710 


Aug. 10, 1999 


Hoenel et al. 








US- 5,944,938 


Aug. 31.1999 


Winterowd et al. 








US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.* 


Foreign Patent Document 


PutJlication 
Date 
MM-OO-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
Rgures Appear 




Country Coda* - Number* - Kind Code' (//toKHwi) 






00661 355/EP B1 


031/10/1999 


Europe 


abstract 





















































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 



+ 



EXAMINER: tnitiat If reference considered, whether or not citation is In confomnance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation If not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next oommunicatton to applicant. 

' Applicant's unique dlatfon designation number (opUonal) . ' See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 
' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). ■* For Japanese patent documents, the indtoation of the year of 
the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent documenL ' Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the 
document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. * Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Infomnation Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. Washington. DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents. Washington. DC 20231. 



